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REMEMBERING OUR 
FALLEN FIRE FIGHTERS

by Scott Mellott, 15/A

In the month of July we acknowledge the anniversary’s of eight Fire
Fighters who died in the line of duty.  All eight of the deaths were caused
by driving accidents. In 1929 three Fire Fighters died together in a train
verses pumper accident. Two, in 1953 perished when their pumper from
Fire Station 8 collided with the ladder truck from Central Station. Molly
Walker’s pumper that he was driving was hit by a city bus, Ciff Weise’s
supply wagon was hit by a work train and the ladder truck Harry Dodd was
riding hit a passenger car and a streetcar.

Houston has had five line of duty losses where more than one Fire
Fighter died.  July of 1929, three Fire Fighters and December 1929 two
Fire Fighters perished. July 1953 two Fire Fighters, November 1959 two
Fire Fighters; and in February of 2000, Kim Smith and Lewis Mayo.  

From the July list there is some interesting facts about three of the Fire
Fighters. Molly Walker, who was in the Department from 1914 to 1940,
drove horse drawn Steamer 3, which was housed at Station 3. In the early
1920’s he was one of the first to drive a motorized apparatus.  The second
Fire Fighter is Captain John S. Little, Sr., his son was John S. Little, Jr.,
who was Houston’s Fire Chief from 1974 to 1976.  The third Fire Fighter
is Joseph Solito, who was Local 341’s Union President in 1949.

Here is the list of the Fallen Fire Fighters for the month of  July.

July 1, 1940
Walker, "Molly" (Driver) Station 2

July 2, 1929
Grant, Edgar H. (Fire Fighter) Station 18

July 3, 1929
Oxford, Harry L. "Red" (Fire Fighter) Station 18

July 11, 1929
Little, John S. (Captain) Station 18

July 14, 1913
Weise, Clifford A. (Fire Fighter) Station 3

July 26, 1923
Dodd, Harry (Fire Fighter) Central Station

July 29, 1953
Solito, Joseph James (Chaffeur) Station 8

July 29, 1953
Chabolla, Fidel (Fire Fighter) Station 8

www.houstonfirememorial.org

Someone Has A New Look . . .

LLLLAAAASSSSTTTT  AAAALLLLAAAARRRRMMMM
CCCCLLLLUUUUBBBB

The Last Alarm Club web-site has recently been
redesigned.  Take a look at a slide show, while you listen to
the calming sound of music in the background.  Then check
out the new look each page has, and take note of the new eas-
ily accessible credit card processing page for donations.
Along with all the new additions, you may also find infor-
mation on History, Financial, L.O.D., Contacts and Links.   

See it all for yourself when you visit our web-site at
www.lastalarmclub.org
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